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To advertise your business in this publication please contact 

The Editor: Tel 01340 881244 or Email  

lwc@cordiga.plus.com 

Autumn 2013 

 

 

CRAIGELLACHIE & ABERLOUR 

 

Minister: Rev Shuna Dicks 

Telephone 01340 871687 

 

Aberlour Parish Church of Scotland 

Scottish Charity No. SC001336 



Church Contact Details 

 

The Kirk News is published in March, June, September & December.   

Deadline for entries is the 5th of the month prior to issue date. 

NOTE TO ALL THOSE WHO WRITE ARTICLES FOR THE KIRK NEWS:  
As a precaution, and to protect privacy, since Kirk News is available on the in-

ternet, would you please ensure that, if you use full names, addresses or  

telephone numbers of individuals, you do so only with their approval when  

submitting articles.   

Articles submitted to the Kirk News for publication should be sent to the 

editor together with full name, address, and/or telephone number. 

2 15 
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Classified Directory of Local Services 
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Pastoral letter     August 2013 

     

Dear Friends, 

 As always, this letter is written weeks in advance of the 

publication of The Kirk News. Today is the Monday after the Aberlour 

Games; always a fantastic weekend in the life of our parish, and this 

year was no exception. The weather stayed kind to us and we were 

able to enjoy a sunny, if blustery, day on Saturday.  

 Yesterday, as has become our tradition, we held our Annual 

Songs of Praise where we sing hymns that have been voted for by the 

congregation. Each year there is a slightly different selection of hymns 

chosen – but one hymn remains a firm favourite and has, for three out 

of the four years we have been doing this, been voted our favourite 

hymn. The hymn is How Great Thou Art, and what a wonderful hymn 

it is. It is a hymn that speaks first of the greatness of God in creation. 

In particular the second verse: 

‘When through the woods and forest glades I wander  

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look up from lofty mountain grandeur 

and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 
 

Then sings my soul, my saviour God to thee 

How great thou art, how great thou art….’ 
 

 You would be forgiven for thinking this hymn was written by 

its composer whilst sitting on a hill in Speyside! The second half of the 

hymn talks about God’s love for us, shown in the death of Jesus, 

before ending with the wonderful statement of faith ‘Then shall I bow 

in humble adoration and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!’ 

 The original author of this hymn is unknown, but it was 

translated by Stuart K. Hine, who died in 1989 aged 90.  What a 

wonderful complete hymn it is – praise, thanksgiving and faithful. 

Hymns are an integral part of our worship tradition. They teach us 

much about our faith and can be a great way of interacting with our 

God. Come join us some Sunday and see and hear what I mean. 

As always – every blessing! 

     Rev Shuna  
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CHURCH REGISTER 

Messy Church  
at Aberlour Parish Church 

 

Saturday 5
th

 October  

&  

Saturday 30
th

 November 
 

Come and join us for a morning of mess and fun!  

Crafts, games, songs and FOOD! 

 

All welcome! 

 

10.30am – 12.30pm 

Aberlour Parish Church 
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Craigellachie Village Council                  

The village has been looking lovely over the summer – yes, we defi-

nitely saw a yellow ball in the sky this year!  The Village Council 

would like to express thanks to Gavin Strathdee of 

Strathdee Properties for collecting the plants from the 

nursery in Elgin.  Also grateful thanks to all the people 

who planted the tubs and areas around the village and to 

all who continued to water the plants during the dry spells. 

 

We raised £4,450 at our Whisky Auction held back in May.  We managed to ob-

tain double match funding from The Robertson Trust, which attracted an addition-

al £8,900 meaning a total of over £13,000 was raised for maintenance projects.  

Since it was such a successful event, we have decided to hold another Whisky 

Auction during next year’s Speyside Whisky Festival on Sunday 4 May 2014. 

 

Our annual Soup & Sweet Lunch at the end of May was again successful, 

realising over £800 on the day, which also attracted double match fund-

ing via The Robertson Trust’s employee volunteering reward scheme, 

meaning a total of almost £2,500 towards our ongoing upgrading of the 

Village Hall. 

 

We are one of four community engagement projects in Speyside shortlisted to 

have a community project undertaken by the Royal Guard (Scots) Army personnel.  

If we are selected they will repair/make some steps and lay gravel to the existing 

85 steps leading from Spey Road to the Fiddich Park.  We would have to provide 

the materials and gravel to enable a section of servicemen to complete the tasks. 

 

The Village Council are still discussing what activities to undertake to celebrate 

the 200th Anniversary of Telford Bridge next year.  Suggestions so far have includ-

ed a weekend of musical events in a marquee, a heritage museum, mosaic of the 

bridge, an enchanted river walk and interpretation panels.  We need to finalise 

what we hope to do in order to ensure we have the funding in place to undertake 

any events.  In the meantime, a small team of volun-

teers have made a start on weeding and tidying the 

north approach to the old brig. 

 

Brenda Cooper 
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Aberlour Community Association 
 

As we reflect on one of the best summers for years, we must first 
acknowledge all the help received and give thanks for the time and effort 
put in by our various teams of volunteers.  The Tea room and putting green have 
been kept incredibly busy over the period of sweltering weather and the watering of 
the floral displays was practically a full-time job through the blistering heat of July.  

 The weather also insured the Village Party and Its a Knockout were a great 
success and we must extend a special thanks to Pam and Chris for their 10 
years devotion to preparation and staging of this fun day. I'm sure every-
one enjoys these events and will wish them to continue to run into the fu-

ture - Volunteers required!  
  
The 70th Aberlour Games was blessed with sunshine, although the days of prepara-
tion presented some challenging conditions and the stalwarts on the Games Com-
mittee and helpers deserve great acclaim for continuing to organize and run such a 
large and successful event to such a high standard. 
  
The introduction of the new village flag has further enhanced the ambiance of the 
village. 
  
These times of austerity are an unfortunate fact that will make cut backs to ser-
vices inevitable This may mean more community involvement to maintain the 
standards we expect. It is important to remember that this is our village and should 
reflect our aspirations.  The ACA can provide a link between residents and local au-
thorities, so if there are any issues you want raised then let us know.  Following our 
meeting with BEAR Scotland, results are beginning to be seen with the introduction 
of the flashing signs. Further improvements in road surfacing and safety will contin-
ue throughout the year. 
  
Through consultation with Moray Council and discussion at the Speyside Area Fo-
rum, it has been agreed to set up a working group with a view to running the Visitor 
Centre in the Old Station buildings as a 'Walk in' centre for the area. Our neighbour-
ing communities will join us in this venture. 
  
Unfortunately a small number of dog owners are still letting the majority 
down and we would ask that you please adhere to the displayed rules in 
parks and public places and general hygiene standards. 

Sandy Miller 
 

*Aberlour Community Association AGM—Wed. 23rd October  @ 7pm 
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Church Diary 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES             Craigellachie     9.45am 
    Aberlour           11.15am 

TIG                             Craigellachie      9.45am  
SUNDAY CIRCLE    Aberlour           11.15am  
SPEYSIDE HOME (4th Sunday of Month)   3.00pm 

 
Communion Services: Last Sundays of February,          
May, August & November - everyone welcome.  
     

Crèche facilities are available at services in both churches 
    

Prayer Meetings: we have a short time of guided prayer each 

Wednesday morning in Aberlour Church at 10am. Also, on the 

last Monday of each month we have a short time of open prayer 

in Craigellachie Church at 6.30pm. All welcome to both these 

meetings. 
 

22nd September Service in Speyside Home at 3pm 

23rd September Joint Congregational Board & Kirk  

 Session Meeting, 7pm at Craigellachie 

Church 

5th October Messy Church – Harvest Themed, 

10.30am Aberlour Church 

27th October Service in Speyside Home at 3pm 

23rd November Christmas Fayre in Aberlour Church – 

see advert for details 

24th November Service in Speyside Home at 3pm 

30th November Messy Church – 10.30am Aberlour 

Church 

2nd December Service of Hope, 7pm Craigellachie 

Church 5 
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IF YOU WOULD FIND IT EASIER TO 

READ THIS MAGAZINE IN A LARGER 

PRINT SIZE PLEASE LET US KNOW 

AND WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO 

HELP. 

Aberlour Parish Church Guild 
  
Guild members and friends enjoyed our outing on 
20th June to Boyndie Visitor Centre where we had a 
lovely lunch, followed by a look around the shops and 
garden centre.  Then it was on to Portsoy where we had a 
quick tour of the Salmon Bothy. We rounded off a happy 
friendly day with afternoon tea in the Aurora Restaurant at 
Strathlene .  
  
We are now planning our syllabus for the next session.   All 
meetings will in future be held in the afternoons at 2pm in the 
church. Our first meeting is on the 12th September and we 
look forward to new friends joining us. 
     Kathleen Scott (Secretary)  

Church of Scotland World Mission Stamp Appeal 2013  

Thank you to everyone for a fantastic response to the above 
appeal, keep them coming! 
Please can I mention that if you leave a half inch to 
an inch round the stamps it helps in the removal of 
the stamp at the other end. 
Many Thanks 
Linda Grant 
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Loop System at  

Aberlour Parish Church 

The sound system at Aberlour 

has been improved with the 

introduction of a fantastic new 

Loop System for those who are hard of hearing. The 

feedback from those using it is very positive.  

COMMUNITY DIARY 
Aug 31 ‘Music for a while’ Concert, St Margaret’s Church, Aberlour 
Sep   1 Speyside Kiltwalk 
  3 Aberlour Library Reading Group 2.30pm 
 14 Aberlour Church Walking Group (see article) 
 16 Local Holiday 
 21 Fairtrade Town Launch Coffee Morning , Fleming Hall 10am-12noon 
 25 Aberlour Senior Citizen’s 60th Anniversary Tea, Fleming Hall 2pm 
 27 Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning (see article) 
Oct  1 Aberlour Library Reading Group 2.30pm 
  1 Aberlour Senior Citizen’s Meeting, Fleming Hall 7.30pm 
  2 Aberlour Horticultural & Industrial Society AGM, 7pm 
 12 Aberlour Church Walking Group (see article) 
 23 Aberlour Community Association AGM 7pm 
Nov  5 Aberlour Library Reading Group 2.30pm 
  5 Aberlour Senior Citizen’s AGM, Fleming Hall 7.30pm 
  9 Aberlour Church Walking Group (see article) 
 23 Christmas Fayre, Aberlour Parish Church 10am 

STOP PRESS…...ABERLOUR & CRAIGELLACHIE 

CHURCHES HAVE RECEIVED FAIR TRADE 

CHURCH CERTIFICATES, AFTER COMMITTING TO 

USING FAIR TRADE TEA AND COFFEE FOR MEET-

INGS, AND OTHER PRODUCTS WHERE POSSIBLE. 
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ABERLOUR PARISH 
CHURCH 

Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 23rd November  
in Aberlour Parish Church  

10am-12noon 
 

Variety of stalls including:  
Tea/Coffee, home baking, 
crafts, Traidcraft etc.  

 
Come along and get some of your Christ-
mas shopping organised in a relaxing, 
friendly & welcoming atmosphere. 
 
 

Donations very gratefully received.  
Please contact Rev Shuna, Jane Tweedie or  

Linda Cordiner for further information. 
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Aberlour Parish Church Walking Group 

WALKING GROUP – OUR NEXT STEPS 

Everyone is welcome, although children should be accompanied by 

an adult. Please let us know in advance if you want to do shorter 

walk so that transport can be arranged. Please bring picnic lunch for first 

two walks listed below. For further information please contact David 

01340 871906. 

Saturday 14th September: Drummuir Wind Farm (car share) 
From Dufftown take Keith Road (B 9014) as far as Drummuir. Just past 

Botriphnie Primary School turn left at sign to Church. At bottom of hill 

turn right, cross railway bridge and at sign turn left for Church. Meet here 

at 11am. We then go in half the cars in convoy to Balnellan Farm entrance 

just north of Maggieknockater. Our walk takes us to wind farm (660 ft 

gradual ascent), and then down to Botriphnie taking in part of the Drum-

muir Estate. Distance: almost 7 miles (over 3 hours). 

Shorter Walk: Join longer walk after lunch for last 3¼ miles from just 

below wind farm downhill to Botriphnie. Details on leaflets later, or phone 

David. 

Saturday 12th October: Huntly Castle to Bin Forest (circular walk) 
Take A920 from Dufftown to Huntly. Go straight to town centre along 

Deveron Road. At The Square turn left along Castle Street. Go past schools 

and under arch. Pass castle and reach river. Turn sharp left over bridge for 

car park on right. Meet for 11am start. We walk past Huntly Castle Hotel, 

by farm road to Bin Forest, walk through woods, and return by River 

Deveron. Good, varied walk, good paths and quiet roads; path rougher 

alongside Deveron. Distance: 6½ miles (3 hours plus lunch) 

Short Walk: As longer walk as far as Bin Forest car park where there will 

be a car. Distance: 3¼ miles (1½ hours plus lunch) 

Saturday 9th November: Aberlour to Carron (circular walk) 

!!Meet at Victoria Bridge car park at earlier time of 10am!! 
We walk along north bank of Spey to Carron, and return on Speyside Way. 

Distance 7 miles. Shorter Walk joins us at Carron Distillery at 11.30am.  

Distance 3½ miles. Short coffee break (bring own drink), and return to 

Aberlour by lunch time. More details later on leaflets, or phone David. 
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Aberlour Fair Trade Town Campaign 
 

“Fair Trade” – what does it mean? 

It means a world of difference for producers in Third World 

countries.  When they are paid a fair price for their goods and 

labour (and shouldn’t everyone be paid a fair price?), all sorts of possibil-

ities open up  – things that we in the UK take for granted – enough food 

on the table, access to health care and medicine, education for the young-

er generation – a way out of the helplessness and hopelessness of pov-

erty. 

That is why various groups in Aberlour have come together to seek Fair 

Trade Town status for our village – Speyside High School, Aberlour Pri-

mary School, Aberlour Parish Church, the Community Association and 

some of our local businesses. 

Together we are launching our campaign with a: 

Coffee Morning 

on Saturday 21st September 

in the Fleming Hall  

from 10am – 12 noon 

There will be fair trade bakes, displays, coffee tasting, Traidcraft stalls 

and a raffle.  

Please come along and be part of this exciting new fair trade 
initiative. 

 Macmillan Cancer Support World's  
Biggest Coffee Morning 

Edith Powley will be hosting an "all day" open house 
at 10 Brickfield ,Craigellachie on Friday 27 Septem-
ber from 10am till 8pm. 
    Everyone welcome. 
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Congregational Conference 
Following on from our Pentecost Service, we held a thoroughly 

enjoyable conference where we looked at what the church currently 

does and then thought about the future. There was a wonderful sense 

of affirmation for what we currently do – the choir and Messy Church 

being among the many things that people were very pleased with. 

 

A number of practical issues were raised and some of those have 

already been addressed. A new loop system has been installed at 

Aberlour enabling people with hearing aids to have a greatly enhanced 

experience of worship. We have also purchased some leaflet holders 

for both churches, enabling the tables at the back of each church to be 

tidied up. 

 

Some of the ideas put forward will require further discussion by the 

Congregational Board and Kirk Session. These will be discussed over 

the coming months, but the future looks very positive and I look 

forward to working with the Board and Session on some new ideas 

while also consolidating what we already do.  

    Rev Shuna 

Service of Hope 

Christmas can be a difficult time if you are coping 

with the recent loss of a loved one, or if it brings 

back memories of happier times with someone you 

miss. This service is one way of helping you pre-

pare for Christmas so that you can join in with the festivities in a 

positive way.  

Please join us for a short service, followed by a cup of tea, and 

be among people who understand how you feel. 

7.00pm on Monday, 2nd December, in Craigellachie Church 


